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This is a suggested reading list for high school students and is not intended for middle 
school students or elementary school students. The suggested titles reflect the quality and 
complexity of the types of material high school students should be reading both at school and 
outside of class. This list contains contemporary titles to create a more comprehensive list for 
expanding options for classroom teachers, librarians, students, and parents. 
 
The purpose of this list is to provide suggestions for literature with a wide appeal to high school 
students. While this list is not intended to replace existing reading lists, classroom teachers, 
reading teachers, library information specialists, parents, and others are encouraged to use this 
list to encourage their young people to read a wider variety of current literature. 
 
Criteria used in the selection of books for this suggested reading list were: 
- Copyright date must be within ten years from the current calendar date; 
- Each title must have at least two favorable review from recognized review sources; 
- Each title must be currently available in print; and 
- All South Carolina Young Adult Book Award Nominees for the current year must be 

included. 
 
This list will be updated annually to meet the selection criteria as outlined above. For more 
information about this high school suggested reading list, please contact Martha Alewine   
(malewine@ed.sc.gov ).  
 
 
 

mailto:malewine@ed.sc.gov


3 

100 Suggested Titles for High School Students 
Alphabetical by Author 

 
 

AUTHOR TITLE © DATE
1. Abbott, Hailey Summer Boys 2004 
2. Acampora, Paul Defining Dulcie 2006 
3. Alegria, Malin Estrella’s Quinceañera 2006 

4. Ansary, Mir Tamim West of Kabul, east of New York : an Afghan American 
story 2002 

5. Atkins, Catherine Alt Ed 2003 
6. Atwater-Rhodes, 

Amelia Hawksong 2003 

7. Baptiste, Tracey Angel’s Grace 2005 
8. Bausum, Ann With Courage and Cloth: Winning the Fight for a Woman's 

Right to Vote 2004 

9. Bodett, Tom Norman Tuttle on the Last Frontier 2006 
10. Brown, Don Our Time on the River 2003 
11. Cabot, Meg Teen Idol 2002 
12. Caletti, Deb Honey, Baby, Sweetheart 2004 
13. Cappo, Nan Willard Cheating Lessons 2006 
14. Carnarsie, Alexandra My life and death 2006 
15. Cart, Michael (editor) 911: the book of help 2002 
16. Choice, Lesley Thunderbowl 2004 
17. Cooney, Caroline B. Code Orange 2005 
18. Corrigan, Eireann Splintering 2004 
19. Crutcher, Chris Sledding hill, The 2005 
20. Curtis, Christopher 

Paul Bucking the Sarge 2004 

21. Davis, Sampson Pact, The: Three young men make a promise and fulfill a 
dream 2002 

22. Dee, Kool Moe There's a god on the mic : the true 50 greatest MCs 2003 
23. Dessen, Sarah Truth About Forever, The 2004 
24. Deuker, Carl High Heat 2003 
25. Donnelly, Jennifer Northern light, A 2003 
26. Draper, Sharon Battle of Jericho, The 2003 
27. Dunkle, Clare Hollow Kingdom 2003 
28. Durbin, Willilam Darkest Evening, The 2004 
29. Esckilsen, Erik E. Offsides 2004 
30. Farmer, Nancy House of the Scorpion 2002 
31. Ferris, Jean Of Sound Mind 2001 
32. Flinn, Alex Nothing to Lose 2004 
33. Frost, Helen Keesha’s House 2003 
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34. Fusco, Kimberly 
Newton Tending to Grace 2004 

35. Gavin, Jamila Coram boy 2001 
36. Giles, Gail Dead Girls Don’t Write Letters 2003 
37. Going, K. L. Fat Kid Rules the World 2003 

38. Graydon, Shari Made you look: How advertising works and why you should 
know 2003 

39. Grimes, Nikki Bronx Masquerade 2002 
40. Hansen, Joyce Heart Calls Home, The 2002 
41. Hartinger, Brent Last Chance Texaco, The 2004 

42. Hillman, Laura I will plant you a lilac tree: a memoir of a Schindler’s list 
survivor 2005 

43. Hobbs, Valerie Letting go of Bobby James, or How I Found Myself of Steam 2004 
44. Hobbs, Will Leaving Protection 2004 
45. Johnson, Angela First part last, The 2003 
46. Jones, Diana Wynne Merlin Conspiracy, The 2003 
47. Kerr, M.E. Slap your sides 2001 
48. Koertge, Ron Margaux with an X 2006 
49. Korman, Gordon Jake, Reinvented 2003 
50. Korman, Gordon Son of the Mob 2002 
51. Lamm, Drew Bittersweet 2003 
52. Lawrence, Ian B is for Buster 2004 
53. Lion, Melissa Upstream 2005 
54. Mack, Tracy Birdland 2003 
55. Marchetta, Melina Saving Francesca 2003 
56. Mass, Wendy Mango-Shaped Space, A: A Novel 2003 
57. Maynard, Joyce Cloud Chamber, The 2005 
58. McDonald, Janet Chill Wind 2002 
59. McDonald, Joyce Devil on My Heels 2004 
60. McNamee, Graham Acceleration 2003 
61. McNaughton, Janet 

Elizabeth An Earthly Knight 2003 

62. Mead, Alice Swimming to America 2005 

63. Meyer, L. A Curse of the blue tattoo : being an account of the 
misadventures of Jacky Faber, midshipman and fine lady 2004 

64. Mikaelsen, Ben Tree Girl 2004 
65. Morgan, David Lee LeBron James: The Rise of a Star 2003 
66. Morpurgo, Michael Private Peaceful 2003 
67. Myers, Walter Dean Here in Harlem: Poems in Many Voices 2004 
68. Namioka, Lensey An Ocean Apart, A World Away 2003 
69. Napoli, Donna Jo Bound 2004 
70. Nelson, Blake New Rules of High School 2003 
71. Oates, Joyce Carol Freaky Green Eyes 2003 
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72. Oppel, Kenneth Airborn 2004 
73. Oppenheim, Joanne Dear Miss Breed 2006 
74. Osa, Nancy Cuba 15 2003 
75. Otsuka, Julie When the Emperor Was Divine: a novel 2002 
76. Paolini, Christopher Eragon 2003 
77. Patneaude, David Thin Wood Walls 2004 
78. Pearson, Mary Scribbler of dreams 2001 
79. Peck, Richard River Between Us, The 2003 
80. Picoult, Jodi My sister's keeper : a novel 2005 
81. Prose, Francine After 2003 

82. Rees, Celia Pirates! : the true and remarkable adventures of Minerva 
Sharpe and Nancy Kington, female pirates 2003 

83. Rinaldi, Ann Sarah’s Ground 2004 
84. Rottman, S. L.  Shadow of a Doubt 2003 
85. Runyon, Brent Burn journals, The 2004 
86. Salisbury, Graham Eyes of the emperor 2005 
87. Satrapi, Marjane Persepolis 2003 
88. Shinn, Sharon SafeKeeper’s Daughter, The 2004 
89. Shusterman, Neal Full Tilt 2003 
90. Simmons, Michael Pool boy 2003 
91. Sones, Sonya One of Those Hideous Books where the Mother Dies 2004 
92. Sorrells, Walter Fake ID 2005 
93. Spinelli, Jerry Milkweed: a novel 2003 
94. Strasser, Todd Can’t Get There From Here 2004 
95. Tashjian, Janet Gospel According to Larry, The 2001 
96. Westerfeld, Scott Uglies 2005 
97. Wittlinger, Ellen Heart on my Sleeve 2004 
98. Wynne-Jones Thief in the House of Memory, A 2004 
99. Youmans, Marly Curse of the Raven Mocker, The 2003 
100. Zeises, Laura Contents Under Pressure 2004 
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100 Suggested Titles for High School Students 
Alphabetical by Title 

 
AUTHOR TITLE © DATE

1. Cart, Michael (editor) 911: the book of help 2002 
2. McNamee, Graham Acceleration 2003 
3. Prose, Francine After 2003 
4. Oppel, Kenneth Airborn 2004 
5. Atkins, Catherine Alt Ed 2003 
6. McNaughton, Janet 

Elizabeth An Earthly Knight 2003 

7. Namioka, Lensey An Ocean Apart, A World Away 2003 
8. Baptiste, Tracey Angel’s Grace 2005 
9. Lawrence, Ian B is for Buster 2004 
10. Draper, Sharon Battle of Jericho, The 2003 
11. Mack, Tracy Birdland 2003 
12. Lamm, Drew Bittersweet 2003 
13. Napoli, Donna Jo Bound 2004 
14. Grimes, Nikki Bronx Masquerade 2002 
15. Curtis, Christopher 

Paul Bucking the Sarge 2004 

16. Runyon, Brent Burn journals, The 2004 
17. Strasser, Todd Can’t Get There From Here 2004 
18. Cappo, Nan Willard Cheating Lessons 2006 
19. McDonald, Janet Chill Wind 2002 
20. Maynard, Joyce Cloud Chamber, The 2005 
21. Cooney, Caroline B. Code Orange 2005 

22. Zeises, Laura Contents Under Pressure 2004 
23. Gavin, Jamila Coram boy 2001 
24. Osa, Nancy Cuba 15 2003 

25. Meyer, L. A Curse of the blue tattoo : being an account of the 
misadventures of Jacky Faber, midshipman and fine lady 2004 

26. Youmans, Marly Curse of the Raven Mocker, The 2003 
27. Durbin, Willilam Darkest Evening, The 2004 
28. Giles, Gail Dead Girls Don’t Write Letters 2003 
29. Oppenheim, Joanne Dear Miss Breed 2006 
30. Acampora, Paul Defining Dulcie 2006 
31. McDonald, Joyce Devil on My Heels 2004 
32. Paolini, Christopher Eragon 2003 
33. Alegria, Malin Estrella’s Quinceañera 2006 
34. Salisbury, Graham Eyes of the emperor 2005 
35. Sorrells, Walter Fake ID 2005 
36. Going, K. L. Fat Kid Rules the World 2003 
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37. Johnson, Angela First part last, The 2003 
38. Oates, Joyce Carol Freaky Green Eyes 2003 
39. Shusterman, Neal Full Tilt 2003 
40. Tashjian, Janet Gospel According to Larry, The 2001 
41. Atwater-Rhodes, 

Amelia Hawksong 2003 

42. Hansen, Joyce Heart Calls Home, The 2002 
43. Wittlinger, Ellen Heart on my Sleeve 2004 
44. Myers, Walter Dean Here in Harlem: Poems in Many Voices 2004 
45. Deuker, Carl High Heat 2003 
46. Dunkle, Clare Hollow Kingdom 2003 
47. Caletti, Deb Honey, Baby, Sweetheart 2004 
48. Farmer, Nancy House of the Scorpion 2002 

49. Hillman, Laura I will plant you a lilac tree: a memoir of a Schindler’s list 
survivor 2005 

50. Korman, Gordon Jake, Reinvented 2003 
51. Frost, Helen Keesha’s House 2003 
52. Hartinger, Brent Last Chance Texaco, The 2004 
53. Hobbs, Will Leaving Protection 2004 
54. Morgan, David Lee LeBron James: The Rise of a Star 2003 
55. Hobbs, Valerie Letting go of Bobby James, or How I Found Myself of Steam 2004 

56. Graydon, Shari Made you look: How advertising works and why you should 
know 2003 

57. Mass, Wendy Mango-Shaped Space, A: A Novel 2003 
58. Koertge, Ron Margaux with an X 2006 
59. Jones, Diana Wynne Merlin Conspiracy, The 2003 
60. Spinelli, Jerry Milkweed: a novel 2003 
61. Carnarsie, Alexandra My life and death 2006 
62. Picoult, Jodi My sister's keeper : a novel 2005 
63. Nelson, Blake New Rules of High School 2003 
64. Bodett, Tom Norman Tuttle on the Last Frontier 2006 
65. Donnelly, Jennifer Northern light, A 2003 
66. Flinn, Alex Nothing to Lose 2004 
67. Ferris, Jean Of Sound Mind 2001 
68. Esckilsen, Erik E. Offsides 2004 
69. Sones, Sonya One of Those Hideous Books where the Mother Dies 2004 
70. Brown, Don Our Time on the River 2003 

71. Davis, Sampson Pact, The: Three young men make a promise and fulfill a 
dream 2002 

72. Satrapi, Marjane Persepolis 2003 

73. Rees, Celia Pirates! : the true and remarkable adventures of Minerva 
Sharpe and Nancy Kington, female pirates 2003 

74. Simmons, Michael Pool boy 2003 



8 

75. Morpurgo, Michael Private Peaceful 2003 
76. Peck, Richard River Between Us, The 2003 
77. Shinn, Sharon SafeKeeper’s Daughter, The 2004 
78. Rinaldi, Ann Sarah’s Ground 2004 
79. Marchetta, Melina Saving Francesca 2003 
80. Pearson, Mary Scribbler of dreams 2001 
81. Rottman, S. L.  Shadow of a Doubt 2003 
82. Kerr, M.E. Slap your sides 2001 
83. Crutcher, Chris Sledding hill, The 2005 
84. Korman, Gordon Son of the Mob 2002 
85. Corrigan, Eireann Splintering 2004 
86. Abbott, Hailey Summer Boys 2004 
87. Mead, Alice Swimming to America 2005 
88. Cabot, Meg Teen Idol 2002 
89. Fusco, Kimberly 

Newton Tending to Grace 2004 

90. Dee, Kool Moe There's a god on the mic : the true 50 greatest MCs 2003 
91. Wynne-Jones Thief in the House of Memory, A 2004 
92. Patneaude, David Thin Wood Walls 2004 
93. Choice, Lesley Thunderbowl 2004 
94. Mikaelsen, Ben Tree Girl 2004 
95. Dessen, Sarah Truth About Forever, The 2004 
96. Westerfeld, Scott Uglies 2005 
97. Lion, Melissa Upstream 2005 

98. Ansary, Mir Tamim West of Kabul, east of New York : an Afghan American 
story 2002 

99. Otsuka, Julie When the Emperor Was Divine: a novel 2002 
100. Bausum, Ann With Courage and Cloth: Winning the Fight for a Woman's 

Right to Vote 2004 



100 Suggested Titles for High School Students 
Arranged by Copyright Date 

 
AUTHOR TITLE © DATE

1. Ferris, Jean Of Sound Mind 2001 
2. Gavin, Jamila Coram boy 2001 
3. Kerr, M.E. Slap your sides 2001 
4. Pearson, Mary Scribbler of dreams 2001 
5. Tashjian, Janet Gospel According to Larry, The 2001 

6. Ansary, Mir Tamim West of Kabul, east of New York : an Afghan American 
story 2002 

7. Cabot, Meg Teen Idol 2002 
8. Cart, Michael (editor) 911: the book of help 2002 

9. Davis, Sampson Pact, The: Three young men make a promise and fulfill a 
dream 2002 

10. Farmer, Nancy House of the Scorpion 2002 
11. Grimes, Nikki Bronx Masquerade 2002 
12. Hansen, Joyce Heart Calls Home, The 2002 
13. Korman, Gordon Son of the Mob 2002 
14. McDonald, Janet Chill Wind 2002 
15. Otsuka, Julie When the Emperor Was Divine: a novel 2002 
16. Atkins, Catherine Alt Ed 2003 
17. Atwater-Rhodes, 

Amelia Hawksong 2003 

18. Brown, Don Our Time on the River 2003 
19. Dee, Kool Moe There's a god on the mic : the true 50 greatest MCs 2003 
20. Deuker, Carl High Heat 2003 
21. Donnelly, Jennifer Northern light, A 2003 
22. Draper, Sharon Battle of Jericho, The 2003 
23. Dunkle, Clare Hollow Kingdom 2003 
24. Frost, Helen Keesha’s House 2003 
25. Giles, Gail Dead Girls Don’t Write Letters 2003 
26. Going, K. L. Fat Kid Rules the World 2003 

27. Graydon, Shari Made you look: How advertising works and why you should 
know 2003 

28. Johnson, Angela First part last, The 2003 
29. Jones, Diana Wynne Merlin Conspiracy, The 2003 
30. Korman, Gordon Jake, Reinvented 2003 
31. Lamm, Drew Bittersweet 2003 
32. Mack, Tracy Birdland 2003 
33. Marchetta, Melina Saving Francesca 2003 
34. Mass, Wendy Mango-Shaped Space, A: A Novel 2003 
35. McNamee, Graham Acceleration 2003 



10 

36. McNaughton, Janet 
Elizabeth An Earthly Knight 2003 

37. Morgan, David Lee LeBron James: The Rise of a Star 2003 
38. Morpurgo, Michael Private Peaceful 2003 
39. Namioka, Lensey An Ocean Apart, A World Away 2003 
40. Nelson, Blake New Rules of High School 2003 
41. Oates, Joyce Carol Freaky Green Eyes 2003 
42. Osa, Nancy Cuba 15 2003 
43. Paolini, Christopher Eragon 2003 
44. Peck, Richard River Between Us, The 2003 
45. Prose, Francine After 2003 

46. Rees, Celia Pirates! : the true and remarkable adventures of Minerva 
Sharpe and Nancy Kington, female pirates 2003 

47. Rottman, S. L.  Shadow of a Doubt 2003 
48. Satrapi, Marjane Persepolis 2003 
49. Shusterman, Neal Full Tilt 2003 
50. Simmons, Michael Pool boy 2003 
51. Spinelli, Jerry Milkweed: a novel 2003 
52. Youmans, Marly Curse of the Raven Mocker, The 2003 
53. Abbott, Hailey Summer Boys 2004 
54. Bausum, Ann With Courage and Cloth: Winning the Fight for a Woman's 

Right to Vote 2004 

55. Caletti, Deb Honey, Baby, Sweetheart 2004 
56. Choice, Lesley Thunderbowl 2004 
57. Corrigan, Eireann Splintering 2004 
58. Curtis, Christopher 

Paul Bucking the Sarge 2004 

59. Dessen, Sarah Truth About Forever, The 2004 
60. Durbin, Willilam Darkest Evening, The 2004 
61. Esckilsen, Erik E. Offsides 2004 
62. Flinn, Alex Nothing to Lose 2004 
63. Fusco, Kimberly 

Newton Tending to Grace 2004 

64. Hartinger, Brent Last Chance Texaco, The 2004 
65. Hobbs, Valerie Letting go of Bobby James, or How I Found Myself of Steam 2004 
66. Hobbs, Will Leaving Protection 2004 
67. Lawrence, Ian B is for Buster 2004 
68. McDonald, Joyce Devil on My Heels 2004 

69. Meyer, L. A Curse of the blue tattoo : being an account of the 
misadventures of Jacky Faber, midshipman and fine lady 2004 

70. Mikaelsen, Ben Tree Girl 2004 
71. Myers, Walter Dean Here in Harlem: Poems in Many Voices 2004 
72. Napoli, Donna Jo Bound 2004 
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73. Oppel, Kenneth Airborn 2004 
74. Patneaude, David Thin Wood Walls 2004 
75. Rinaldi, Ann Sarah’s Ground 2004 
76. Runyon, Brent Burn journals, The 2004 
77. Shinn, Sharon SafeKeeper’s Daughter, The 2004 
78. Sones, Sonya One of Those Hideous Books where the Mother Dies 2004 
79. Strasser, Todd Can’t Get There From Here 2004 
80. Wittlinger, Ellen Heart on my Sleeve 2004 
81. Wynne-Jones Thief in the House of Memory, A 2004 

82. Zeises, Laura Contents Under Pressure 2004 
83. Baptiste, Tracey Angel’s Grace 2005 
84. Cooney, Caroline B. Code Orange 2005 
85. Crutcher, Chris Sledding hill, The 2005 

86. Hillman, Laura I will plant you a lilac tree: a memoir of a Schindler’s list 
survivor 2005 

87. Lion, Melissa Upstream 2005 
88. Maynard, Joyce Cloud Chamber, The 2005 
89. Mead, Alice Swimming to America 2005 
90. Picoult, Jodi My sister's keeper : a novel 2005 
91. Salisbury, Graham Eyes of the emperor 2005 
92. Sorrells, Walter Fake ID 2005 
93. Westerfeld, Scott Uglies 2005 
94. Acampora, Paul Defining Dulcie 2006 
95. Alegria, Malin Estrella’s Quinceañera 2006 
96. Bodett, Tom Norman Tuttle on the Last Frontier 2006 
97. Cappo, Nan Willard Cheating Lessons 2006 
98. Carnarsie, Alexandra My life and death 2006 
99. Koertge, Ron Margaux with an X 2006 
100. Oppenheim, Joanne Dear Miss Breed 2006 
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